EXILE UNDER YUAN SHIH KAI'S REGIME

the opposing gunboat, however, Sun's men held
their positions until the survivors were ready to
retire to the shore.

This incident, trivial as it was in actual effect,
did not turn out to be the fiasco that Sun's ene-
mies declared it was, for it served as a dramatic
protest against Yuan's tyranny. It was the Chi-
nese way of doing things, but, in the Chinese way,
it was effective.

In the hope that the little drama of the gun-
boats of Whangpo may serve to illustrate some-
thing of the actual protest continually made by
Sun against Yuan Shih Kai, we shall hurry on
to bring this period to a close.

Yuan caused himself to be proclaimed Emperor
of China on December 3, 1915, and for the next
six months China was literally under a reign of
terror. One of the last savage acts of the demon
Yuan the Bed, according to the terrified talk of
Peking's streets and tea-houses, was to rush, mad-
dened at the thought that his wicked power was
drawing to a close, into the bedchamber of one
of his girl-concubines. Upon this poor girl he
sprang, venting his angry spleen against the
world by slashing her with his sword and, at the
same time, destroying the babe which she had
faithfully borne him, finally going back to his
chambers, dripping with the blood of the dead
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